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Sheil’s Shamrock being a collection of Pat-
riotic and National Songs on various sub-
jects never before published

Shamrock—Extant Volumes: I (Dublin, 1835), II
(Dublin, 1840), I1I (Dublin 1840), IV (Dublin, 1840), XI
(Dublin, 1842), XIV (Dublin 1846) (BPL, Bigger 1260) —
Volumes III (x2), VIII (NLL, LO P128, LO P466, LO
p467; 111 Dublin Archives) [Zimmerman (1967) indicates
that NLI held 14 vols.] [NLI attributed the volumes to
Richard Lalor Sheil but I have had this corrected.]

Volume I Dublin printed for the author 1835 (32pp.)
(BPL Bigger J260 - probably only the first half)

No cover [p.1] Title [p.2] blank

p-3 The Catholic Defence Air The Royal Blackbird You
wandering sectarians that style yourself Lutherans

p.11 The Green Lands of Erin Air Shilenagirah You an-
cient Hibernians, true children of Grania

p-19 Our glorious apostle St Patrick Air Patrick’s Day [in
the morning] You offspring of Seth of the ancient belief
p-23 A new song on the Reformation Air The Boyne
Water You Catholics sincere now I pray you lend an ear
p.31 Scurrilous Knaves Air The Protestant Boys Highber-
nians (sic) attend to these lines I have penn’d

Volume II Dublin printed for the author 1840 (64pp.)
(Index on p. 64) (BPL Bigger J260) ?NLI LO AD

No Cover [p.1] Title [p.2] blank

p-3 The Orangeman’s Old Hat Air When my old hat was
new An Orangeman alas! I am, in truth, I’'m deranged
p.7 Erin unite and no more disagree Air Rambling Kitty
You true sons of Patrick of country and city
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at three o'clock. He was born in the North of Ireland, from
which he was obliged to fly during the turbulent days of
penal persecution, when the rampant Orange cry against all
who cling to faith and fatherland, was 'to Hell or Con-
naught,' he went with his father to the West and witnessed
the landing of the French at Killaloe [sic = Killala]. He
subsequently took part in the numerous momentous strug-
gles for Irish freedom during the memorable rebellion of
1798. He was a man possessed of much talent and extraor-
dinary memory, and would faithfully narrate with the
greatest accuracy historical transactions to which he was
an eye witness as well as other facts incidental to Ireland's
history during the past 80 years. As a poet he enjoyed great
popularity, and his works will long outlive him. Some
years after the rebellion Sheil settled in Drogheda where
his talents and effusions soon became conspicuous: though
not possessed of literary acquirements, the patriotic com-
positions, of which he wrote several volumes, claim the
greater merit of accurate delineation and candour. He also
published a series of sentimental and some humorous
songs, which have met with similar success. Such was the
popularity of his ballads and the ready sale they command-
ed amongst the rural population that Sheil devoted his
whole attention to versification as a livelihood. Where the
songs of Moore could neither find their way or to be appre-
ciated, Shell's found a ready audience and with a higher
gift of imagination he might have been a great peasant
poet. Whatever the quality in a literary point of use of his
writings, there is no doubt that they had the subtle quality
that caught the ear of the class to whom they were ad-
dressed. Even in England and America the songs of Sheil
commanded a ready sale. Not long since a Christy Troupe,
before a Rotundo audience made a decided hit by the intro-
ductions of one of his productions. - RIP
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Newspaper Reports—mainly from Drogheda
Argus and Drogheda Conservative

Argus — 1837-02-25 — Sheil, a Weaver Speaking on Corn
Laws

Conservative — Irish Political Street Ballads — Oct 28, Dec
2,16, 30, 1837

Conservative — 1839 June 15, 1840 May23, 1842 May 14,
1843 June 11 — including 1840 Nov 28 — opposition to Rev
Godkin, quoted Drogheda Indo 2005-11-11

Argus - Obituary 6™ July 1872 — summarized in Sheil’s
Love Songs (Ad in Argus 1887 June 18) as found by Tom
Coffey (Local Court Clerk — argues that there was a court
case and the book iwas evidence—(Drogheda Independent
March 24™ 1956) - now owned by Gerry Cullen Men of
Other Days Argus March 7, 21, April 4, 25, May 9, 16,
June 13 1885; letter May 2 questions article of March 7.
1925 — reference to Sheil from Hughes’ History

April 7th 1956 — Old book (probably Hughes’ History)
mentions Sheil — says funeral expenses borne by Hughes —
quotes Caragher (Men of other days articles) — Tom Coffey
added that he’d been asked for the words of Garristown
Jack — presumably another (?reputed) Sheil song).
Independent—Songwriter Sheil honoured at last 29™ De-
cember 2018

Sheil’s Obituary Argus July 6th 1872

Mr John Sheil, better known as 'Sheil the poet,' departed
this life on the 5th Instant in the eighty-eighth year of his
age. His remains will be interred in the Chord burial
ground on tomorrow. The funeral will leave Dublin Road
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p-13 Thrice welcome dear Freedom to Erin once more Air
Deel take the wars that banished Willy frae me Rejoice each
Hibernian rejoice and be merry
p-19 Old Erin’s shore Air Hearts of Oak Irishmen at large
lend attention to my song
p.23 Immortal O’Connell Air None Each liberal brave your
attention I crave
p-29 Sheil’s Catholic Rent Air The Prussian Drum You
Catholics brave who were treated like slaves
p-37 Castlepollard Murder Air Burns Farewell Hibernians
brave I beg your leave
p-40 Repeal of the Union Air Bessy Baker
Each Patriot that loves the spot/ They call the Shamrock Shore, sir
Unite I pray without delay/ To gain one conquest more, sir
The day is near you need not fear/ When trade will bloom again, sir
And joy and peace will shortly grace/ The sweet Hibernian plain, sir.
Chorus: From liquors then abstain my friend, /I speak to each Communion
Tea, beer and ale, and I’ll go bail/ You’ll soon repeal the Union.
p-43 Sheil’s description of an Orange Procession Air Balli-
namony Oro In the year thirty-one sure the weather being
clear
p-49 The Poor dying Williamites (sic) Air Morgan Rattler
You sons of the brave, your attention I crave
p. 54 Sheil’s Nocturnal Vision Air The Young Man’s
Dream I speak in Candour one night in slumber
p.61 The Brunswick Bloodhounds must surrender Air The

Women shall not wear the breeches
Hibernians praise that hate being slaves
Cheer up my boys the storm has ended
The Orange group at last must stoop
For liberty is far extended
A bloodstained clan oppressed our land
Whose whole desire was fraud and plunder
Whose constant call was Erin’s fall
But now the bloodhounds must surrender
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Volume III Dublin printed for the author 1840 (64pp.) (Index
on p. 64) (BPL Bigger J260) ?DPL Gilbert 784-49415, NLI LO
128 & LO P466 (no cover, p.1 Title)
p.3 Sheil’s Political Time of Day Air The Time of Day You
Brunswickers draw near
p.6 Sheil’s Reform Air Patrick’s Day Let each worthy friend his
attention now lend
p.12 The Infamous Tithe Air Paddy and the Rector You sons of
the brave your attention I crave
p.16 Long life to the friends of Reform Air Young men take care
of your breeches Attend to my tale every hero
p-19 Long life and success to Great William our King Air Moll in
the Wad Let every loyal soul unite all the whole
p-25 ERIN! first Flower of the earth and first Gem of the sea Air
The banks of the Dee Hibernians I say without longer delay
p-30 A new song in praise of Reform Air The cottage maid You
liberals I pray now give ear to what I say
p.35 Daniel in the Lion’s Den Air The Land St Patrick blessed I
pray draw near and lend an ear
p-39 The Brunswickers they had their time (Contents say ‘day’)
Air All things has but a time You liberals all will lend an ear
p.43 The Biblemens’ Downfall or Done is the new Reformation
(Contents say ‘downfal’) Air Oh that I was never married Give ear
to my tale all you sons of old Pat
p.48 Freedom dear Freedom will carry the day Air The Protestant
Boys
Y Hibernians I pray without longer delay

Unite one and all in old Erin’s great cause

Join every man that inhabits the land

In order with speed to reform the laws

Each craven communion or hurt by the Union

That Obnoxious measure brought on our decay

And dignity smother and love one another

And freedom dear freedom will carry the day
p.53 The land St Patrick blest Air Oonagh’s lock Hibernians all
both great and small
P.58 Little Sheil Air The ewie with the crooked horn Hibernians
brave that ne’er recanted
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the Goat, Dublin: Printed in the present year. Woodcut —
Crocodile in lozenge (see Young Bony’s Freedom above)
endorsed April 28" 1831, James Garland (This is the care-
lessly torn book that established use of the work & turn
process)

1833/1/7 — Ballad — O’Connell’s Glorious Victory (ni)
Woodcut (head) Lion in Lozenge (see 1831/D82 Band of
the Hat, endorsed Mary Feely Arrested by John Fitzpatrick
January 16 1833 singing this ballad she says she has got
them from Mr Kelly the Printer Droadar (sic), James
McGonigle, John Fitzpatrick. Letter attached from John
Anderson, Navan to Sir William Gosset (Under Sec) — one
of a number of ballads which were sung through the town
this day ... She stated that she was employed to sell them
by the Printer, one Mr Kelly of Drogheda, and received
from him three shillings a quarter for her trouble.
1833/1/13 — Mayor of Drogheda includes ‘seditious’ bal-
lads and asks how to stop their circulation.

These reports, associate the Faulkners, Sheil
and Kelly but, more importantly, elements of
the typography indicate that some items im-
printed ‘Dublin’ may have been printed by
Kelly in Drogheda and raise questions regard-
ing the Dublin imprinted volumes of Sheil’s
Shamrock and Love Songs.
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These three booklets regarding the Life
and Work of John Sheil, undoubtedly
among the most highly important Irish
poets of the Nineteenth Century. are
offered on the principle that infor-
mation should be shared so that re-
searchers with a common interest can
benefit.

The notes and references have been
compiled from a range of sources and
probably contain errors; they are cer-

tainly not complete.
All T ask i1s that others with an interest
in this song maker, definitely the most
important of 19th century Ireland, and
in other producers of street-literature
will share what they find.

jmoil81075@aol.com
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The Life and Works of that
Most Popular Poet

John Sheil,
Drogheda,
c. 1784—5th July 1872

In Two Parts

Part Two

Sheil’s Shamrock, Newspa-
per references, etc.
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