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JOHN SHEIL (1784-1872) (Shale the poet.)

According to his obituary (Drogheda Argus, 6th July 1872)
he was born in the North of Ireland, in 1784 (calculated
from the age given in that obituary). He was said to have,
with his father, witnessed events at Killala (Mayo) in 1798
and to have actually taken part in the ‘98 rising. (aged 14
yrs.). John McGrath, Moneygran told Len Graham that his
father has told him Sheil was born in Portadown. This is
confirmed by a song “The Orangeman” (Sheil’s Shamrock
Vol. 8, p. 31). He died on 5" July 1872 in Drogheda and is
buried in the Cord burying ground. It appears he had lived
in Drogheda from early age (after 1798) and was a weav-
er. According to Sean Corcoran, he made songs for local
ballad singers, many to order, and is associated with the
local printer, Patrick Kelly, who, it is said, ‘was his flying
stationer and ripped him off (founding the Argus on the
consequent profit). Many of his songs are in small song
books, on ballad sheets and in his collected works (see
below). There are many songs of his in tradition, especially
in and around Drogheda. He also included his own name
in a number of titles. Again, according to Sean Corcoran,
he figured frequently in local papers and memoirs, being
spokesman for weavers in the handloom strike of 1834.
An important ‘cross over’ poet —among those who used
English in Irish metric, which meant words used in unusual
ways. Arguably the biggest impact of any popular song

th
maker of the early 19" century. (information from Seén Corcoran’s and
Gerry Cullen’s notes to their CDs “Louth mouths from Drogheda” and “The Blue Cuckoo.”)
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so gay
Paddy O'Flynn's honeymoon :written as an encore to Biddy Magee
air: Rattlin' rovin' blade My boys, this night you’ve heard from me
*The hero of bonny Carlow air: The green linnet I’'m a poor simple
made (sic) that’s in sad lamentation

*A dialogue between Daniel O'Connell and Granuaile air: Dobbin's
flowery vale It was in the north as | walked forth

*The flowers of Drogheda air: Bold Traynor o Draw near each
young lover that feels Cupid’s arrow

*My darling ould stick My name is bold Morgan McCarthy from
Trim

*Young Jemmy the youth | admire air: The maid of Dunleer Attend
to my tale you young lovers

*The gem of Gormanstown air: Maguire's grey mare You tuneful
nine with me combine

*The maid of Mullaheather air: The lass among the heather One
morning fair as Sol appeared

*Fanny the rose of Tyrone air: The Duke of York's retreat You
lovers give ear to my story

The mermaid [air: none] One Friday morn as we set sail

Girl of my heart [air: none] In the world’s crooked path where I've
been

The true lover's wish [air: none] Oh, fair and flow’ry be thy way

*By or probably by John Sheil

This booklet, and its fellow imitate the Dublin
Series in size and in the use of assorted type sizes
and faces but have many fewer pages. It is certain

that they hold errors; no apology is offered!
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Dundalk Drogheda printed in the present year 8

The pink of Duleek to which is added The beautiful Bal-
briggan maid Drogheda printed in this present year 9

The Queensboro’ Lass together with Molly Asthore. Drog-
heda printed in the present year 10

(Also in Lauriston Castle Collection 2902:5 [Lyle No.78])
Skerries shore together with Ally of Ardee Drogheda print-
ed in the present year 11

National Library of Ireland—PJ McCall collection —copied
in ITMA—items attributed to “Shiels”

Ally of Ardee voume 3, 114; Banks of the Boyne 1,118;
Bellewstown Races 5,96; Delph ware Lad 1,100; Flower of
Beaghmore 1,52; Hero of Dunmore 1,78; Lovely sweet
Queensboro lass 2,85; Lucy Lynch of Lurgan Green 3,38;
Maid of Dunleer 1,140; Maid of Mornington 1,58; Shiels
(sic) advice to tipplers 3,12; Shiels (sic) St Patrick’s Day
3,60; Star of Slane 3,2& 11,45; Palmerstown Fleas by R
Sheil vol 7

Irish Traditional Music Archive (ITMA) - Leslie Sheppard Bequest
The Irish blackbird songster : containing the best collection of the
newest songs of the day—32 p. : cover ill. ; 11 cm. (pbk.) Dublin :
John F. Nugent & Co, [n.d.]

Contents:

*Sheil's ramble to Lucan air: Rambling Kitty One sweet pleasant
day in the month of September

*The matchless maid of Erin air: The poor but honest soldier You
muses nine your aid incline

Biddy Magee air: Rattlin' rovin' blade | was born in the town of Tip,
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Other life references

0O’Donaghue, Poets of Ireland, 1970, p. 423 Sheil, Richard
[Born Drogheda, said to have been a printer or weaver,
who died approx. 1860 aged 60. Sheils Love songs.

Sheil’s Love Songs 12 volumes 1834-1846 Dublin cited by
Zimmermann 1967: 326 as being in NLI and attributed to
Richard Sheil (I have recently had this corrected at NLI.)

Sheil songs reported from tradition (

Information also from CD ‘The Usher Family’):

Erin’s lovely plain Rights of Man Nice little factory girl Hero
of bonny Carlow My darling ould stick Wedding of Baltray
Star of Slane Greenmount smiling Anne Hannah Healy the
pride of Howth Flower of Beaghmore James of Julianstown
Collon’s sweet plantation Jacky the rake Pride of Townly
Hall

Sheil’s use of his own name in titles

Sheil’s Maid of Skreen Sheil’s address to his countrymen
Sheil’s departure from Erin Little Sheil Sheil’s Nocturnal
Vision (Rights of Man) Sheil’s ramble to Lucan Sheil’s ad-
vice to tipplers Sheil’s Creed Sheil’s Catholic Rent Sheil’s
Political time of day Sheil’s Reform Sheil’s advice to his
countrymen Sheil’s defeated Sheil’s Boyne Water Sheil’s
political storm Sheil’s St Patrick’s Day Sheil’s description of
an Orange Procession Sheil’s conversation with the ruens
(sic) of an old monastery (Maurice Lenihan Collection, NLI
manuscripts)
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Song Book (16pp. 8vo) “Sheil’s Love Songs”
owned by Gerry Cullen, copy in ITMA — probably the copy found
by Tom Coffey — see Argus 1950-04-15 p. 2 “The Local Poet”.
Contents:

[TP] Sketch of the life of the author (Derives from Argus
obit of 6 July 1872.

[p.2] Mary the star of Cullfire Air The Shamrock Shore
You sweet tuneful muse now assist me

p.4 The nice little neat little factory maid Air The unfortu-
nate rake All you that loves sporting and maids to be
courting

p.6 Garristown Jack Air Paddy O’Carroll You maids that
are bonny right pleasant and funny

[p.8] The brilliant bright torch of Ardee Air The fair col-
leen dhue It was in the month of September

[p.10] The posey of Stabbanon Air The coronation The
poets they will rhyme what | say

[p.12] Young Henry of sweet Ravensdale Air The bonny
sweet banks of Finn You lovers attend to my story

p.14 The flower of Beaghmore Air The Rose of Ardee
Attend all young men that have felt Cupid’s dart

p.15 Bellewstown hill Air none You sporting sons of Erin
that’s always fond of merriment

The Cuckoo’s nest

as the Irish Cuckoo’s Nest printed by Green (Birmingham), Haly (Cork) as
Cuckoo’s nest, Dublin (unknown) as New Cuckoo’s Nest: English prints in
Madden 21 and Bodleian (Firth b.34(143).S
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went out to wander

p.49 Lovely red cheeked Will Air Black-eyed Susan In summer time
when flowers gay

p.53 The Tuscan bonnet Air The women shall not wear the breech-
es [Wearing of the breeches fits] Old Cupid’s fools that’s worse
that mules

p.58 Francis of Fermoy Air Lough Erin shore You lovers brisk and
gay, give ear without delay

Printings of love songs by, or probably by,
Sheil in small song books or on ballad sheets.

National Library of Ireland—Volume 16551 Drogheda

The banks of the Boyne to which is added The flower of
Navan Drogheda printed in the present year 1

The flower of Drogheda to which is added Bessy Brown of
Ballybay Drogheda printed in this present year 2

The gem of Gormanstown to which is added Rachel the
ruby of Rush - Drogheda printed in this present year 3

Lucy Lynch of Lurgangreen to which are added Easter
Snow and The gentle shepherd Drogheda printed in this
present year 4

The maid of Dunleer together with The maid of Morning-
ton Drogheda printed in the present year 5

Mary Melvin of Malahide together with The pride of Beau-
lieu Drogheda printed in the present year 6

Mary of Ringsend to which is added The flower of Droghe-
da Drogheda printed in this present year 7

The matchless maid of Erin together with The star of sweet
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JOHN SHEIL (1784 — 5" July 1872)
Songmaker and Weaver

Interred in this cemetery

EPITAPH — by himself

Judicious reader, stand and read awhile;
Ohe moment pause and | might make you feel;
Here interred beneath this mortal soil

No King nor Prince, but humble Little Sheil.

Sweet Erin dear in rustic, homely verse,

He mourned her wrongs and shouted forth her praise,
Extolled her sons, her creed, her lovely crest,
Impressed that maxim all his mortal days.

l.ord, grant his soul perpetual peace and rest!

Erected 2018 by local historical societies.

Sheil’s own epitaph, now at Cord Cemetery,
Drogheda, where his grave is unmarked.
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The Life and Works of that

Most Popular Poet

John Sheil,

Drogheda,
c. 1784—5th July 1872

In Two Parts

Part One

His Life and the Love Songs

Done by John Moulden, Carndonagh ©2022

Broadside Extra,
Technological University Dublin,
15th October 2022



